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The First Bulldog
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During the first year of classes, Southwestern
students did not appear to be overly concerned with
the absence of a mascot designation for the various
teams and organizations which represented the
school. This oversight was addressed beginning
with the 1923-24 academic year when Miss Grace
Jencke, head of the Department of English,
instituted a major change in the school's monthly
magazine, The Southwestern. (1,2) Under her
leadership, the publication adopted a newspaper
format with weekly editions published by the
students enrolled in her journalism class. Reporters
were assigned to cover all student activities from
"weiner roasts to football games." (3)
The Athletic Editor for most of the First Term,
First Semester, was Henry Tracy, student from
Cheyenne, Oklahoma. (4,5 ,6) Editor Tracy's initial
columns covered the first two football contests _of
the season;
a practice game against Hollis
(Oklahoma) High School and the first regular season
game against Southeastern State Teachers College.
His accounts of these games made no mention of
any unique designation for the Southwestern team.
(7 ,8)
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1923-24 Basketball Team
(The Oracle, 1924, pglOl)
Purl Tippie
*Charles Freeman
*Albert Heiligman
Forrest Herring
*Earl Ealum
*William Cook
*Joe Holland
*Jenks Simmons
Carl "Dutch" Voyles

Center
Forward
Forward
Forward
Forward
Guard
Guard
Guard
Coach

In contrast, h is columns describing the events of the *also members of the 1923-24 football team
next two football games against Phillips University
and Wayland Baptist College featured a
Southwestern ·team that played as "gladiators."
The First Semester, Second Term, which began
(9,10) Editor Tracy expanded the appellation in an
November 12, 1923, enrolled the next journalism
additional article directed _toward the upcoming
class and a new Athletic Editor, Laurence Boyer
game scheduled against Central State Teachers from Weatherford. (12,13,14) Boyer continued
College.
This report was entitled, "Fighting
Gladiators Prepared to Avenge Last Y~ar's Defeat."
(continued on page 2)
(11)

(continued from page one)
Editor
Tracy's
usage
of
"gladiator" · in his ·description of
the Northwestern State Teachers
College
game
entitled
"Gladiators Route the Enemy."
(15) This was followed with his
homecoming
game
report
entitled "Bronchoes Down the
Gladiators." (16)

of the wearers of the White and
Blue than does the name
Gladiators.
It is requested that every student
call them by their correct name
and it is certain that they will live
up to it.

mately 450. (29)
"Whenever
football fever blossomed on the
campus, Duke was always with
the team on the field, coaching
them on to victory or inspiring
the cheerleaders to greater
efforts." (30)

The next game following the "S"
This request was published a Club request was held in Enid on
second time in the next issue of January 19, 1924. The report of
The Southwestern. (22)
this game against Phillips
University featured "bulldog"
The "gladiators" were absent Of the eight members of the competitors . (31) Since this
from The Southwestern summary basketball team, six had contest,
Southwestern has
the following week.
Boyer's participated as "gladiators" always been referred to as
column heading describing the during the preceding football "Bulldog."
events of the final game against season. (23) Of these, Albert
Oklahoma Baptist University was "Shorty" Heiligman, was listed as
phrased
"Preachers Whip The Southwestern 's Athletic References
Teachers." (17)
Editor at the beginning of the
school year. (24) Since he did not 1. Announcements for 1923-1924 and
Courses of Study, The Southwestern
However, the "gladiators" did enroll in thejournalism class, the
State College, pg 3
return for the banquet honoring position was then filled with the 2. The Weatherford News (newspaper,
the football team. This event, assignment of Henry Tracy. (25)
Weatherford, Oklahoma), Aug 30, 1923
3. 1924 Oracle, Southwestern Student
hosted. by the Home Economics
Yearbook, pg 133
Department, was reported as the
4. The Southwestern (Southwestern student
"
Gladiators
Honored · at Clearly, either the basketball
newspaper), Oct 2, 1923
Dinner . .. " (18)
team or a ma3ority of the 5. The Southwestern, Nov 13, 1923
Student Athletic Association (''S" 6. Student Record, Southwestern Oklahom)l
State University Office of Admissions
January 1924 marked the Club) was unwilling to continue
and Registrar
beginning of the basketball to compete as "gladiators." The
7. The Southwestern, Oct 2, 1923
season for the Southwestern choice of the "bulldog" as a more 8. The Southwestern, Oct 9, 1923
State Teachers College. Editor appropriate mascot designation 9. The Southwestern, Oct 23, 1923
Boyer's account of the first game for the school may have been 10. The Southwestern, Oct 30, 1923
against Northwestern State influenced by the November 11. The Southwestern, Nov 13, 1923
12: The Southwestern, Nov 20, 1923
Teachers College displayed the 1923 , football game played 13. Announcements for 1923-1924 and
heading "Gladiators Win Opening against Clarendon (Texas)
Courses of Study, The Southwestern
Game." (19) However, his report College. Following this contest
State Teachers College, pg 2
of the next game against won by Southwestern (8 to 6), a 14. Student Record, SWOSU Office of
and Registrar
Oklahoma City College referred "gladiator" remarked that 15. Admissions
The Southwestern, Nov 20, 1923
to the Southwestern team as Clarendon was ". . . the Bulldog 16. The Southwestern, Nov 27, 1923
simply "basket shooters." (20) school all right, bulldog grit, all- 17. The Southwestern, Dec 4, 1923
The absence of "gladiators" in to-the good, and we take our hats 18. The Southwestern, Dec 11, 1923
19. The Southwestern, Jan 8, 1924
this game as well as all future off to them." (26)
20. The Southwestern, Jan 15, 1924
games was explained in the
21. Ibid.
following report published on the The choice was most likely 22. The Southwestern, Jan 29, 1924
same page of The Southwestern influenced by the first appearance 23. 1924 Oracle, pg 88-101
(21);
of an unofficial mascot for the 24. The Southwestern, Sep 25, 1923
school. Southwestern President 25. Grace Jencke Journalism Class Grade
Report, Term Book Vol 10, No 52, First
Bulldogs Not Gladiators
J . Walter Turner, who began his
Term, First Semester 1923, pg 52, ·
duties with the 1923-24 academic
SWOSU Office of Admissions and
Registrar
At a meeting of the "S" Club, it year, had brought with him a
was decided that the official title of brindled bulldog, named Duke. 26. The Southwestern, Nov 20, 1923
27. The Weatherforcl News, Aug 23, 1923
the ~thletic teams represent (27,28) Since the Turner family 28. The Southwestern, Sep 22, 1953
Southwestern as "The Bulldogs. " lived on campus, the dog was 29. The Southwestern, Oct 2, 1923
It is felt that this name more well-known to the small student 30. The Southwestern, Sep 22, 1953
nearly represents the fighting spirit body which numbered approxi- 31. The Southwestern, Jan 29, 1924

